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more debt. I remain committed to maintain-
ing our strategy of fiscal discipline to keep
our economy strong and pay down the debt
by 2015 for the first time since Andrew
Jackson was President.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Comprehensive Trade and
Development Policy for Africa
January 21, 2000

Dear lllll:
I am pleased to submit the fifth annual

report on the Administration’s Comprehen-
sive Trade and Development Policy for Afri-
ca, as required by section 134 of the Uruguay
Round Agreements Act. The past year has
seen the broadening and deepening of our
economic relations with Sub-Saharan Africa
as we pursue common objectives under the
Partnership for Economic Growth and Op-
portunity in Africa and set a course for the
21st century.

For the first time in history, U.S.-Africa
Ministerial meeting was held in Washington
in March 1999. The event was attended by
83 ministers from 46 Sub-Saharan countries,
as well as representatives from 4 north Afri-
can nations, the heads of 8 African regional
organizations, and 8 members of my Cabinet
and 4 agency heads. The Ministerial resulted
in the Blueprint for a U.S.-Africa Partnership
for the 21st Century, a document setting
forth common perspectives and plans for
U.S.-Africa cooperation on a series of impor-
tant issues, including the integration of Afri-
can states into the global economy, regional
integration, development assistance, sector
issues including investment, debt, and agri-
culture, and the broader issues of human re-
source development, HIV/AIDS, trans-
national threats, and conflict resolution. We
will continue to build on this blueprint in
the coming year.

The legislative cornerstone of our Africa
trade policy is the African Growth and Op-
portunity Act. I am pleased that this legisla-
tion has been approved by both chambers
of Congress, and I look forward to final ap-
proval by the Congress of this historic legisla-
tion early this year.

The African Growth and Opportunity Act
will add further impetus to our Nation’s bi-
partisan efforts to enhance economic growth
and strengthen U.S. trade with and invest-
ment in Sub-Saharan Africa.

My Administration continues to be guided
by the conviction that economic develop-
ment in Sub-Saharan Africa will benefit both
Africans and Americans. As highlighted in
the attached report, the United States has
made significant progress in supporting sus-
tainable growth and expanded trade in Africa
through a series of successful initiatives, fo-
cused on increased economic engagement,
enhanced market access, technical assistance
in implementing economic reforms, trade
missions, development assistance, debt relief,
and support for the region’s integration into
the multilateral trading system.

My Administration will continue working
with the Congress, the private sector, the
countries of Africa, and our other trading
partners to implement the policies and pro-
grams contained in this report. We have
charted the course and look forward to an
even stronger, mutually beneficial U.S. part-
nership with the countries of Sub-Saharan
Africa in the 21st century.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations;
Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam
Gejdenson, ranking member, House Committee
on International Relations; William V. Roth, Jr.,
chairman and Daniel Patrick Moynihan, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Finance; and Bill
Archer, chairman, and Charles B. Rangel, ranking
member, House Committee on Ways and Means.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.
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January 18
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Hafiz al-
Asad of Syria.

Later, the President traveled to Boston,
MA, arriving in the afternoon, and in the
evening, he returned to Washington, DC.

January 19
In the evening, the President met with

Crown Prince Hamad of Bahrain in the Oval
Office.

Later, the President attended a game be-
tween the NBA Washington Wizards and
Dallas Mavericks at the MCI Center.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Scott O. Wright to be a member
of the Board of Trustees to the Harry S. Tru-
man Scholarship Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint George B. Newton and Jim O.
Llewellyn as members of the Arctic Research
Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint John F. Leyden, Jr., as a member
of the Federal Salary Council.

The President announced his intention to
reappoint Steven Pennoyer as a member of
the North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commis-
sion.

January 20
The President announced his intention to

reappoint Warren L. Miller as a member of
the Commission for the Preservation of
America’s Heritage Abroad.

January 21
In the morning, the President traveled to

Los Angeles, CA.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released January 15

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
President’s notification to Congress of an ad-
ditional 6 month suspension of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

Released January 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Released January 20

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Transcript of a press briefing by Education
Secretary Richard Riley and National Eco-
nomic Council Director Gene Sperling on
the President’s upcoming announcement of
investments in education

Statement by the Press Secretary on the ap-
pointment of Mark C. Medish as Special As-
sistant to the President and Senior Director
for Russian, Ukrainian and Eurasian Affairs
at the National Security Council

Released January 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Dr. Neal
Lane, Director, Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, and Dr. Rita Colwell, Direc-
tor, National Science Foundation, on the
President’s remarks at the California Insti-
tute of Technology in Pasadena, CA

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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